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HERE AT THE HEART

HERE AT THE HEART

When not busy with their studies, the semi-
narians of the Society of Our Lady of the 

Most Holy Trinity contribute to the vitality 
of Detroit’s Holy Redeemer Parish. From 
left, Br. Jacob Wisenbaker, Br. Nicholas 

Hamilton, Br. David Brokke, Br. Timothy 
Burnham, and Br. Richard Brooks.



D ressed in gray habits, seminarians of the Society of Our Lady of 
the Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) are hard to miss in the halls of Sacred 

Heart—and even more so on the streets of southwest Detroit.

“If you ask people in the community if 
they have seen people wearing ‘dresses,’ they 
say ‘yes!,’” says Efrain Zumudio, Christian 
service director at Most Holy Redeemer Par-
ish, where the SOLTs live and minister. Their 
presence, he says, is “impacting the whole 
community.”

Detroit, a Great Fit
The SOLTs arrived in Detroit in August 

2011 after deciding to move their House of 
Studies from Rome’s Pontifical University 
of St. Thomas Aquinas (the Angelicum) to 
Detroit. At the same time, Archbishop Allen 
Vigneron inquired about the congregation 
taking stewardship of Holy Redeemer. 

The nearly sixty-year-old missionary so-
ciety of apostolic life decided Detroit was 
“a fit all the way around,” says Fr. Mark 
Wendling, SOLT vocation director and rec-
tor of the House of Studies. “We serve in 
areas of deepest apostolic need. Detroit is 
exactly what we do. It was a good ministry 
for us to take.” 

The society, which is based in the Diocese 
of Corpus Christi, includes priests, brothers, 
deacons, sisters, and lay members. SOLT 
members currently serve at missions in 
twelve countries.

Serving the Underserved
All SOLT seminarians in the Americas 

and Europe now receive their priestly edu-
cation at Sacred Heart. Father Mark notes 
that his religious community selected Sacred 
Heart specifically because of its innovative 
programs in the New Evangelization. One of 
his brother priests, Fr. Eduardo Montemay-
or, received his Licentiate in Sacred Theol-
ogy in the New Evangelization from Sacred 
Heart, and Father Eduardo left so impressed 
with the strong academics and professors 
that seminarians 
were transferred to 
the seminary the fol-
lowing year. 

Five SOLT semi-
narians are cur-
rently studying at 
Sacred Heart while 
living at Holy Re-
deemer: Bros. David Brokke, Richard 
Brooks, Timothy Burhan, Nicholas Ham-
ilton, and Jacob Wisenbaker. “The SOLT 
community is such a singular blessing for 
all of us, seminarians, lay students, and 
faculty alike, modeling as they do the 
evangelical counsels [poverty, chastity, and 
obedience] lived out in freedom and such 

obvious joy,” says Fr. Gerard Battersby, 
Sacred Heart’s vice rector and director of 
seminarian formation.

Br. Timothy Burnham, who is in his sec-
ond year of theology, says that not only has 
his own relationship with Christ been deep-
ened at Sacred Heart, he has learned ways to 
introduce Christ to those who have heard 
about him but do not truly know him. 

 “Our training in evangelization has given 
me a greater knowledge of the different tools 
that are available to spread the Gospel mes-

sage in our culture,” 
says Brother Tim. 
His education has 
been strengthened 
by living at Holy Re-
deemer. While stud-
ies are their primary 
focus, the SOLT 
seminarians have 

apostolates at the parish. 
“Living in southwest Detroit has been a 

blessing for us as we’ve been given the op-
portunity to serve the Mexican population 
there,” Brother Tim says. “This has been 
good training for us as future SOLT priests, 
as we often serve minority groups and those 
who are overlooked in society.”

“Living in southwest 
Detroit has been a 
blessing for us.”

SOLTs for the City
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Revived by Revive
Besides the five seminarians, the SOLTs 

currently have three priests at Holy Redeem-
er, which is one of the largest parishes in De-
troit and was once 
the regional base for 
the Redemptorist Fa-
thers and Brothers. 
Most Rev. Donald 
Hanchon, auxiliary 
bishop of Detroit, 
began serving as pas-
tor in 1999 after the 
Redemptorists’ de-
parture, and he stayed until after his episcopal 
ordination, when the SOLTs arrived.

Fr. Dennis Walsh, SOLT, was installed as 
pastor of Holy Redeemer in 2011, and has 
served since then, with Fr. Richard Klepac, 
SOLT, as his associate pastor. Father Mark 
rounds out the congregation’s trio in resi-
dence at Holy Redeemer. 

 “I’m feeling well five years in,” says Father 
Dennis. “Still, I’m always seeing a lot more 
that we need to do.”

He points to the Revive program as one 
of the SOLTs greatest successes. Revive is 
a Spanish version of the Alpha program, a 
twelve-week course on the fundamentals of 
Christianity, with talks on Our Lady and the 
saints added to give the program a Catholic 
perspective. Revive always has a waiting list of 
people wanting to participate when it is held 
each fall. Revive includes a three-day retreat 

midway through that teaches participants 
more about the Catholic faith, gives them 
the opportunity to discuss their faith in small 
groups, and encourages service work.

Brother Tim was 
amazed at the 
change he saw in 
the members of his 
Revive group. 

“For most mem-
bers, it was their 
first opportunity to 
have real fellowship 
with other Catholic 

men and to openly discuss issues of faith,” 
he explains. “By the end of the eleven 
weeks, all the men at my table had devel-
oped a bond with each other and felt open 
to share their faith and their struggles. Each 
member of my group grew in their knowl-
edge of the faith and came to a deeper rela-
tionship with Christ.”

The retreat is especially powerful. Given 
the economic status of most parishioners, a 
weekend away is not a luxury they are often 
afforded—even at a rustic camp, according 
to Father Dennis. To ensure retreatants 
are focused on prayer and exploring their 
relationships with God, mobile phones are 
even taken away.

The number of parishioners who are 
now more active at Holy Redeemer proves 
the Revive program’s success. 

 “People really are taking ownership of the 

parish, which is great,” Father Dennis says. 
“When I got here, I had to cut back on ex-
penses because of the debt. Now, volunteer 
teams take care of lawn care. People volun-
teer to clean the church twice a week.”

Reaching Out from the Heart
Brs. Jacob Wisenbaker and Nicholas Ham-

ilton, both in their first year of undergraduate 
philosophy, teach religious education to the 
parish’s fourth- through sixth-graders as their 
apostolates. After addressing the children’s 
initial curiosity about what brothers are, how 
they cannot get married, and why they live 
“at church,” the two men set out to trans-
late what they have learned in the seminary 
to non-seminarians—and very small ones at 
that. This catechetical approach proved to be 
a challenging task at first, says Brother Jacob.

“Kids will rise to the expectations we set 
for them, so I try to explain the truths of 
the faith and then bring them up as high 
as they can go,” he says. “Allowing the kids 
to stretch their minds has proven most 
beneficial. Give them a thought to ponder, 
and their wheels start turning. The lights 
come on in their eyes as they begin to ask 
questions, exploring the topic in ways that I 
have never thought of.

“The Holy Spirit definitely takes over 
during the lessons; Brother Nick and I just 
provide the initial push.”

Brother Nicholas feels that serving in 
Detroit is invaluable to his future ministry. 

1.

2.

“The Lord is preparing 
me to be ready for 

anything and to serve 
anywhere.”
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“The Lord is preparing me to be ready for 
anything and to serve anywhere,” he says. 
“Here we encounter a variety of persons in 
many stages of life and faith.”

One “life-changing” instance took place 
one afternoon, when a woman came into 
the rectory crying and desperate for some-
one to talk to, only to learn all of the priests 
were out hearing confessions. Brother 
Nicholas was able to convince her to sit 
with him on the stoop, and the two en-
gaged in deep conversation. 

“I learned how to communicate God’s 
love with a person who was so far in the 
depths of distress that even the mention of 
God would send her into a fit of anger,” he 
says. “By living here, I am learning some-
thing similar to St. Paul, that all of Cre-
ation yearns for the coming of Christ; that 
each person desires to love and be loved, 
completely, heart, mind, and soul.”

Bustling Ministries
Bishop Hanchon is pleased that the SOLT 

seminarians are so involved in the life of the 
parish. The positive comments he hears about 
the SOLTs from Holy Redeemer parishioners 
reinforce what first he thought when finding 
out about the community: On that day, “God 
smiled on me,” he says.

“Father Dennis has continued the progres-
sive renovation of the church and grounds, 
has stabilized the grade school, and given the 
parish a path forward.”

Indeed, the parish seems to always be bus-
tling with activity. Each Tuesday night, 160 
parishioners attend Bible study—a parishio-
ner studied The Great Adventure Bible study 
course and is now guiding others through it 
in Spanish. Men’s and women’s intercession 
groups meet weekly to pray for the parish, as 
well as each time Revive is in session. 

Two years ago, parishioners requested 
Eucharistic adoration. In addition to 
morning adoration in the church, an ado-
ration chapel was set up in a front room in 
the office. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays, “people are in and out” con-
stantly, Father Dennis says.

An extension of the Image of God cri-
sis pregnancy center was established in the 
church basement a year ago. Father Dennis 
says that women of the parish had already 
asked him about pro-life activities when 
Deacon Joe Iskra called from the primary 
location at Detroit’s St. Augustine and St. 
Monica Parish to see if Holy Redeemer had 
interest and space.

 “Right away, we probably had twelve la-
dies who wanted to be involved in this cri-
sis pregnancy center,” he notes. Today, he 
adds, the women receive help from people 
outside the parish, and even outside the 
southwest Detroit community.

Changing for the Better
Seeing such quick and amazing results 

has given Efrain Zumudio and those who 

help him both incentive and energy for 
Christian service work at Holy Redeemer, 
which includes a weekly food pantry and as-
sistance with utility bills and prescriptions. 
His only criticism of the SOLT community 
is that they “work too much.”

 “The SOLTs haven’t had any breaks since 
they came in,” he says. “They are very active. 
The parish is changing. You can see the dif-
ference, in the community and in the people 
who attend Sunday Mass.”  

Darci Swisher is a freelance writer who lives in 

Chicago, Illinois (darciwordsmith.com). Photos 

by TimFullerPhotography.com.

3.

5.

Captions:
1. Fr. Dennis Walsh, SOLT, pastors the 
3,174 registered parishioners of Holy 
Redeemer Parish.
2. Grade school religious education 
students learn a lesson about God’s love 
from Br. Jacob Wisenbaker, SOLT.
3. Fr. Mark Wendling, SOLT, is responsible 
for the spiritual formation of the SOLT 
seminarians.
4. Br. Nicholas Hamilton, SOLT, cat-
echizes candidates for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.
5. Holy Redeemer’s directors of religious 
education Marcella Solis and Martín Solis 
chat with Br. Richard Brooks, SOLT, in the 
parish’s grade school.

4.
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Seven Wins and Lessons for Life
Fr. Ryan Ford, first-time coach, led the 

eighteen men of the 2015-16 Sacred Heart 
Lions basketball team to a more-than-com-
mendable 7-6 record. The record includes 
competitive runs at the tournaments at Mun-
delein Seminary in January and the Pontifi-
cal College Josephinum in February.

Msgr. Todd Lajiness asked Father Ford, Sa-
cred Heart alumnus (2011) and priest of the 
Diocese of Marquette, if he would coach the 
team after former coach Fr. Charles Fox was 
assigned to Rome last summer to study for a 
doctorate in theology. Father Ford had just 
returned to Sacred Heart to earn his Licenti-
ate in Sacred Theology and serve as a semi-
narian spiritual director. “I was happy to do 
it,” Father says of the short-notice invitation. 

Father Ford credits the Lions’ winning 
record to the seminarians’ “teamwork and 
hard work.”

 “Basketball is great for learning how to be 
unified as a team,” Father believes, while the 
virtue of teamwork learned on the hardwood 
translates into the virtues required of priestly 
ministry. “In the heat of battle, the men gain 
something even in failure. There’s always 
another ‘game’ down the road; another spiri-
tual battle to wage.”

Bardeleon “Bardy” Jaddou says one of 
the great blessings of playing on the basket-
ball team is the “fraternity with my brother 

seminarians.” Basketball, says the third-year 
theologian from the Chaldean Eparchy of 
St. Thomas, provides a great opportunity for 
team-building. 

“Basketball is by no means incidental to 
our seminary formation,” Jared Holzhuter 
maintains (Theology III, Madison). “Few 
things push a man to be his best—or discover 
his own weaknesses—than striving together 
with your brothers.” 

Cory Baumgartner, a second-year collegian 
from the Diocese of Madison, respects Fa-
ther Ford’s emphasis on collaboration. “We 
leaned on him and he leaned on us through-
out the season. He was always open to sug-
gestions as well as making the calls as coach.” 

“We grew as brothers through healthy 
competition,” Father Ford says. “We had to 
work together—which we did.”  

Mascot Rory the Lion 
joins the Sacred Heart 

Lions as the team prays 
before a basketball game. 
Coach Fr. Ryan Ford leads 

the prayer as he does 
before each game.

Grant Eternal Rest 
to These Sacred 
Heart Alumni

Kenneth Reigner
SHHS 1967

R.I.P August 8, 2015

Joseph Oullette
SHHS 1964, SHS 1968

R.I.P. September 21, 2015

Alexander Morrison
SHHS 1964, SHS 1968
R.I.P. October 10, 2015

Fr. Loren O’Dea
SHHS 1946, SHS 1950
R.I.P. October 14, 2015

Bishop Joseph Imesch
SHHS 1949, SHS 1953

R.I.P. December 22, 2015

Msgr. Edward Baldwin
SHHS 1947, SHS 1951
R.I.P. January 8, 2016

Fr. John Canavan
SHS 1951

R.I.P. January 19, 2016

Theodore Zerwin
SHS 1959

R.I.P. February 2, 2016

Joseph Janes
SHS 1959

R.I.P. February 10, 2016

Fr. Louis Grandpre
SHHS 1953, SHS 1957
R.I.P February 20, 2016

Fr. Edward Konopka
SHHS 1938, SHS 1942
R.I.P. February 27, 2016

Msgr. Russell Kohler
SHS 1967

R.I.P. March 25, 2016

For up-to-date news 
about the seminary, 
mosaic.shms.edu. 

Sign up for our 
monthly e-newsletter.



The Living

Mercy Seat
Is the God of the Old Testament a harsh and vengeful 

God, in contrast to the God of the New? On the contrary, 
in the Old Testament God first reveals the depths of his 
mercy. It was after Israel committed its most egregious sin, 
the idolatry of the golden calf, that the Lord passed before 
Moses and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, continuing his steadfast 
love for a thousand generations” (Ex 34:6-7).

Dr. Mary Healy

THE LIVING WORD

Reading Scripture from 
the Heart of the Church

Even more, God provided a visible way 
that his people could continually receive 
his mercy. He instructed Moses to build 
the wilderness tabernacle, a movable tent-
sanctuary in which God would dwell in the 
midst of his people as they journeyed to-
ward the Promised Land. Inside the taberna-
cle was an inner room, the Holy of Holies, 
and inside the Holy of Holies was the Ark 
of the Covenant, the most sacred vessel on 
earth. The Ark held three holy objects: a jar 
of manna, the rod of the high priest Aaron 
that had miraculously blossomed, and the 
tablets of the Ten Commandments. These 
reminded the people of the covenant God 
made with them and his gracious provision 
for all their needs. 

But the most signifi-
cant part of the Ark was 
its cover, a slab of pure 
gold on which were 
two golden cherubim, 
awesome creatures 
with their wings outspread, overshadowing 
the Ark. This cover was called the Mercy 
Seat, because it was here that God mani-
fested his mercy. (Some translations call 
it the Propitiatory, or “place of the wip-

ing away of sins.”) Each year, on the Day 
of Atonement, the high priest would enter 
the Holy of Holies and sprinkle the blood 
of a sacrificed bull and goat on the Mercy 
Seat, making atonement for Israel’s sins (Lev 
16:14-16) so the Israelites could continue 
in fellowship with the living God. 

Cherubim had special significance be-
cause they are first seen in the Garden of 
Eden after the Fall, barring the way to the 
Tree of Life (Gen 3:24). These creatures that 
represented God’s just judgment on sin, 
on paradise lost, are now a sign of God’s 
merciful forgiveness of sin. They gaze down 
on the Mercy Seat in humble amazement. 
They testify that God’s plan for humanity is 

a return to paradise! 
As wonderful as it 

was, the Mercy Seat of 
the Old Covenant was 
only a foreshadowing 
of what was to come, 
“For it is impossible 

that the blood of bulls and goats take away 
sins” (Heb 10:4). God’s people were still 
captive to sin. Access to the all-holy God 
was still barred, except for the high priest, 
and even he could enter the Holy of Holies 

only once a year. The Mercy Seat prepared 
God’s people to understand the infinitely 
greater mercy that was to come.

The Greek word for the Mercy Seat is hi-
lasterion. In Romans 3:25, Paul reveals the 
mystery: Jesus himself is the hilasterion, the 
expiation for our sins. At the moment of his 
death on the cross, the veil of the Temple—
the veil that closed off access to the Holy of 
Holies—was torn in two from top to bottom 
(Mk 15:38). Christ, torn and crushed by the 
sins of humanity, has opened the way into 
the very heart of God. He was raised from 
the dead, ascended into heaven, and en-
tered the true, heavenly tabernacle with his 
own blood, making atonement for all the 
unfaithfulness, rebellion, and corruption of 
fallen human beings. 

God’s people now are invited to confi-
dently enter into God’s presence and draw 
from the inexhaustible fountain of divine 
mercy (cf. Heb 4:16). The Mercy Seat is Je-
sus! “In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the expiation for our sins” (1 Jn 4:10).  

Dr. Mary Healy is professor of Sacred Scripture 

at Sacred Heart.

“Paul reveals the 
mystery: Jesus himself 
is the hilasterion, the 

expiation for our sins.”



MAY

1-11 	 Late registration, 
	 spring/summer terms
9	 Classes begin, spring term
14	 Detroit presbyteral ordination, 
	 10 AM
20-22 	 Discernment Weekend
21	 MAPS Day of Reflection, 9 AM
	 Day of Discernment with 	
	 Archbishop
24	 Priests’ Barbecue, 5 PM
30 	 Memorial Day, offices closed/
	 no classes

JUNE

3	 Last day to withdraw, 
	 spring term
13-16	 Catechist Topics
17	 Archbishop’s Gala
20-24	 Catechist Topics
22-23	 Final exams, spring term
25	 Graduation, spring term
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You’re Invited!
Archbishop’s Gala, Friday, June 17
archbishopsgala.com

SACRED HEART
M A J OR  S E M I N A RY

2701 Chicago Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48206

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SACRED HEART?
Keep up at mosaic.shms.edu

JULY

4	 Independence Day, 
	 offices closed
11	 Classes begin, summer term I
19	 Last day to withdraw, 
	 summer term
26	 Final exams, summer term I
28	 Classes begin, summer term II
31	 Early registration ends, fall term

AUGUST

1-3	 Regular registration, fall term
12	 Final exams, summer term II
13	 Graduation, summer term
15	 Commuter student registration 
	 deadline, fall term
	 Feast of the Assumption
24	 Rector address/faculty and 
	 staff luncheon
26	 Seminarian barbecue dinner, 
	 6 PM

SEPTEMBER

1-13	 Late registration, fall term
5	 Labor Day, offices closed
6	 Classes begin, fall term
6-8	 IFM Welcome Socials, 5:30 PM
12	 Desert Golf Classic
	 IFM Welcome Social, 5:30 PM
19-20	 Jr. High Vocation Days

OCTOBER

2	 Donor Mass and Brunch, 10 AM
7	 Ministry of Acolyte installation, 
	 7 PM
9	 Parents of Priests Mass and 
	 brunch
11-12	 Jr. High Vocation Days
15	 IFM Undergraduate Formation 
	 Day, 9 AM
19	 Mass for Commerce, 8 AM
21-22	 Discernment Overnight
24-28	 Midterm exams, fall term
31	 Halloween Community Event

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR


